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Home Rule, lie said that speaking as a very humble member of the
party, he thought the limits of reasonable concession (to the Liberal
Unionists) had been reached, Henry IV had thought Paris was
"worth a mass": but they might pay too high a price for the
capitulation of Birmingham, He concluded with a notable tribute
to Mr. Gladstone," whose presence at our head is worth a hundred
battalions, To the youngest it is an inspiration, to the oldest an
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example, to one and all a living lesson of devotion, hopefulness, and
vitality, Let us rejoice that one survivor of the heroic ago of

battlefields of freedom: and let us, lesser men of a later day, bo
proud that in such an enterprise and under such omens we are
permitted to obey his summons and follow when he leads,"
This discourse was addressed to a wider audience and created a
greater splash than his maiden speech in Parliament, Harcourt
wrote to his wife; " Asquith made a really remarkable speech, on
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which I greatly complimented him. It was the only speech of the
afternoon," John Morley referred to it as" eloquent and power-
ful." This effort strengthened his claim to the high place which he
was soon to occupy in the councils of the party, His activities for
the next two years, both in Parliament and outaide it, centred in the
Parnell Commission, which deserves a chapter to itself,